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nybody know where Whitman Hallis?”
On the frozen February afternoon 1 was supposed to
meet Rivers Cuomo, only two of the many Harvard
pedestrians | stopped had even heard of the dorm,

current home of the cerebral Weezer frontman. (The

36-year-old rock star is finishing his final tour of collegiate duty—he
started at Harvard in 1995 and has been attending on and off ever
since.) It might have been the weather or chilly Ivy League attitude or
bad conversational luck, but some of the students even seemed pissed
off by the simple geographical question. Nonetheless, | battled my
way through the chill and eventually had my audience with Cuomo.

DAY 1 1t's Friday in Cambridge. Mass-
achusens, and I'm standing on the founb
Maar af Whidman Hall et io Cunmo'’s assis-
tnnt, Sarah Kim, a pleasant 28-year-obd whe
is wearing n long white jacket and has a
daub of red in her haic (Among othes
duties, she maintains a wintk-in-progress
archive at her apariment with more than
1, Do L LR cornvtaen g, VWeeaer music.) She
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enocks and a little head pokes oue. Fire
imgenesasion: Caesmn 85 slight and very whine,
with worse postune tham | expected. Due o
his recent immersion in Vipassans—an
ancient Buddhist form of meditation—I
expect him to be a bt pensive and austens
Irsteacd, he sliumps around in bladk pants and
& basttan-dawn shir with inrersecting Bori-
snntal and vertical Bnes. A balled-up olive

Aesoe nnd 1I.-||-I'.-|'|II:|:|':. I !||||:. EJ..iu!rh. aArE 0
the bied. A millionaine with a modified mulle
Rock's most fnmous English major is ne
unawane of bow he appears o other peop
“I've sever beenn o confidbent-and-clhari
malic-frontman tvpe of guy.” he says, "1
roind gread-looking. snd its kind of jue pertin
worse with time. Mow ['m just gonna be a
ol nor-great-looking, not-charismatic guy
The roam is small and ddy—dke than of a
obieciend muddbe - sclesal kicl. O Bl desk s
ooy of Boebinssr Creooe on the chelves,
Bilde, The Mortos Shakespean®, 4 volume
Lt a book on the historv of India. The
are 3 b pleciric fans, o humidifier, a lapta
and printer. Omn the walls are several colore
mzps of [nadia anc o of the workl,

He has a modest C0 collection, the
rack af which teeme 10 be mostly opera an
classical. " Those are just all the CDs that
haven't ripped wet” he savs. Cuomao hi
abwayvs had a varety of music an Bhe brai
Allod last year, he says, he listened to song
from Bifllovrds et 100 on his iPad swhil
exercising om the ireadmill “Even Inm
metal days in high schodd, [ would secredl
listen to Debbibe Gibson or Madonsa,™ |



says “Ivs not sueprising that | kind of like
poap music saill.”

The mein evidence of his Hie 85 &
Vipadsana reditator=—he clotes his eyes
owice a doy, for an hour at & dme—is the
closet where he practices his ritual. [t% coy-
erod by two curtaing, one green and one
bl both dogted with Enstern-flovomed por-
terns. He later shows me, on his laplop, a
short video of himself in India, meditasing,
ralking abait Vipasdana, playving soccer with
littke Insdinn kids,

But i wasol guite so pesceful earler
today im the Harvard cafeteria. While
Cusmd was gerting lunch, a student he
didi's koow suddenly aceested him, pro-
claiming angrily thoi a cerain Weezer
album—aur famed froniman would noi
sdentify which one=wns “horrible” “Well, |
nope vou lke some of our other albums,”

Brainy!
Rivers Cuomo is not the only
genius in rock. Ok, no...

Calleyge, Landon

Mira Aroyo Sterling Morrison
LADYTHON YELVET WHEERGSILHED
P in gena Sca: from PRD in Eng lish from
Oudord Usdsnreiky, B Linjwarsaty of
Endggand Teams

Cupprea calmby replied, and just as he furned
o leave, the Weezer SONE ‘!"h:lmgmph'
blasted (rom the cafeteria losdspeakers

MNow' sitting cross-legred on his bed,
Cuoma describes how the student was
“really agimied o shaking,” and ac the
wrd “shaking.” his own hands jump bor a
sevomd, “Honestly, [ was a Hithe scared.” he
say%, “IDwed done this mendes yestenday, [
probably would have said, “Everything is
greal, people treat me great here.” But then
this e thing happened.®

Cuoma admits he has tried (o provoke
resctions from people in the pasy. s fun o
b abnnrmal to be weind, 1 be differens,”
e san=. "Wou get a musk. Bt T ohink ivs kimd
of a clecap thrill. it's a cheap form of atten-
tion, and ultimately you dont end up ger-
ting taken seriously, I've gone back and
farth betweesn wanting that anention for
belng quirky and being frustrated because [
renlize it's separating me from the majority

of poogle out there,”

ugma's loneliness has been well

documented, in song and on his

Myspace blog. bt his infamous vy

nFmIlThaL':,-' {which, Hl'ﬂhl‘ll"ﬂ“ 1o the
blog had 2omething 1o do with his medita-
tion practbce) s coming to an end. He's
engaged o Kvoko Io. a 32-vear-old editor
and transianos for & Tokyo-based Web maga-
ine, whom he met while doing a solo show
In 1947 @t the Middle Ease In Cambridge.
She wat studying at a lecal commumnity ools
lege andd came 1o see him play.

Mo deoesnt pactice mediation, but
Laino says that she & “aberant, humble”
He's planning 1o write a song called “Eass
LCiaast ar'Vest Coast” of perhaps " Ease Cosss
Versus West Coast,” about the couple’s
Fumaee haemse, Los Angeles (Cuams had ance
considered moving o his home sate of
Conmecticut 1o be nead his mother). The
tunee, hoe says, will men theowgh “all thee differ-
eni reasons and attractions and aversions”
b s o bt codsis

50 why did California win?

“Wark." e savs and suddenly we'ne na
Just talking about a song but the nexd phase
for Weeser, "California is where the rest of
the Band lives. Thats where Rick [Fubin,
producer of Weerers last album. Make
Beliwe] lives. That's wheee our manager
linvass, That's wleie the recard oo mgearnry ves.®

“I3 wonn fewel a responsibdlity io keep the
band going?” 1 ask.

“That’s & question thats been on my
rind,” he savs. “Waald it be irresponsible
of me to say, T don't wani 1o de this any-
rrnires | weand G B g family man™™ He says
that the question would be beter phrased

as: “What's the best use of my remaining
days on this eanh

And he has an answer. Sorn of. “It's an
open-endoed question. Ivs notlike I'm gonna
find ane particular answer and say, ‘Oh, this
ks my vislon smbement” it's more Hke some-
thing 1 ask myself every day, and [ just take
One E[ep a1 a ime. 53 4n this instance, this
means going to loak af bouses in Malibu,”

Adver more than wo hours of conversa-
tion, we call it gquits. But before | leave, he
walks me through his dorm’s elaborale
underground funnel system, a journey that
remimds me af the backarage oteme in This 15
Spénad Tap. Cuomeos feer splay out awk-
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“r rn not great- lnnkmg
and it’s just getting
worse with time.”

+

wardly—perhaps an effect of the 1995 sur-
pery 1o cormect e lengeh of his right leg,
which was mearly twa Inches shorer than
thee left (the leg had 10 be broken and placed
in a metal framed. But he sdlll moves quite
fast. We pass the entmnce to the cafeteria
and finally reach tee music room.

He starts for the door and then realizes
that he's forgoten his key cand, and we're
locked our Its kind of funoy This guy 15
doomed, 1 wems, o be an outsider. B
matter what school he attends or hew many
milbicoes ol reconds he sells

I iell him that [i's no big deal, shake his
hand, and thank him for his time.

“I'm sorry,” e says. *1 can semember
¥OUr panse,”

DAY 2 1 arrive at Sever Hall enrly Tuesday for
Cuoaos 104, leetue, Fonelgn Cultares 12
Sources of Indian Civilization, cne of three
clasees he's taking this sermester (the others
are Sex and Sensibility im the Enlightenment
and a course on 1Bth-century trasvel litera-
turel. Searing at the bulbetin board, 1 nodece,
arnong the ussal sors of dvers—eollepe.
radio recrulinsent. study-abroad programs—
an announcement for “a party 10 benefit
victimea of sex iralficking in india.®

A pariy b beenedit vicrims of sex traffck-
ing in Inia?
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Al A2, the first shivdent arrives lor class,
in backpack and beard, and | ask, "Iz this
FFareign Cultures 127" Beardie smiles and
cheecks hils warch. “Iswill be, an 10,° e says.
The Harvard wit. | step back out intg the
hallway, and more studens arrive, includ-
ing Cuomi. Ensconeed in a bulky black
winier jacket, e chakes my hand, and with
2 genuine smile, calls me by name and asks
Al my weekend.

Today’s leciure by Professor Disna Bck
will tackbe the Upanishads, a group of sacmed
Hinghu texis, and | ask Caomo how b feels
alsaiil participating in class

[ dom't lke it," he says. “Bur I'm gening
btter”
You didn't mise vour hand before™

‘Ao wwn” he sayx, and in thoss b
emphatic syllables, | get a sente of Cuomio
at 16, O at least the pre-Vipassana Cuomd,
He says Ut wilven hoe first got oo Harard, he
could go an cntire semester without sver
raisang Tuis hamd

As we enter the room and grab seats, he
1ells me that woday. which happens o be
Valentine's Day, Is the 14th annlvessary ol
Weerers [rdt rehearsall A few seconds later,
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| say, “That's probably the longest relation-
shilp you've ever had.”

“Definively,” he repdics.

Prodfessor Bk wears hig, mund T5. Eliot
glasses, [Eliot. | remember froem my English-
major days, made reference w the
Ifpanichads im Tiee Waere Lanadl ) The class
seems totally nnavwsre that Cuome is here.
Is this an affectation? 15 he just very well
canwvlaged? Regardless, as the 'prnffsm:r
becnires, Cuomo dilipently takes nates, writ
ing in a tiny scripe on loose sheets of note-
book paper. We kearm many things, but what
sticks in my mind the most ane terms like
afererrrurita [Cepariivs] siriver or renonciant”)
End ||.l|"||'f.'|'.lir1|'|||||rr_;-1'|| ("t cEllbare sruadednt
life 28 sacrifice™). | hear these words and
immedintely think of the different incaria-
thans of Rivers Cuomao,

Mer class, Cuomo tells me that at

ihe ashram achool ke attended as a

kid, he smudied abl different soms of

relighons. He even learned some

Hebrew, Then he busts oui a liole: " Barach
alieh Achvnea, Bledveny enelert ez-olem.”

W walk coer oo the caleceia, and Cusene

The Rivers Cuomo Formula

Riwars
G mia

asks the lunch lady if he can pay with

card for “his friend” (Le., meeh, We grab in
and slices of pirza, and spend some o
tzlking about other rock stars whoo |
Cuorg, have embarked on spiritual gque
[nevitably, Cat Stevens, now kiown as Yo
[slarm, comes up. Cumo says he alm
wrole a paper abour the samper becaiic
wanied 1o find out why he quit [popl mu
and how that applied o me” Cuot
believes that Stevens very sinoerely feli
need for something mace n his Life and o
his movement away from secular mo
vwsmt due to s lack of record wales

| eremibon (o Cuomo that he 1s often s¢
a5 A polarizing Ogure Beciuse he mes
with the myth of sex. drugs, and rock'n's
He respomds quickly, "0 sex, drugs, n
reck'n'roll wers 'u.'ur'-.inE far mee, 1 wo
have smck with that™

We evenrually head back to the mu
powam, and this e we get In, Cueomo tells
that there's "o really good vilse™ lvere and |
158 place o do “somee serious creating.” A
in gruih, b spgeears 1o be the most a esame |
seen him. It mot exactby a punk baseme
it heres now Cuoed describes §e C
heat, stale beer, instruments.” Pabsy B
Rilbbon and Bud Light cans ane everywhi
O the wall is whai he '.lp-i!:,- describes as
really weak attermipt ot asouste paneling.'

He pricks at a guitar and | wadt w s
somee shredding. He plays a gentle A-che
instead. Then he sits down at a dinky kita
irentivns that his dad played droms an o
album Odyzsey af ke, by the jarz sa:
pleemist Wavne Shorter. *1™ve got his dn
sel.” he tells me. Why didn't he want
become a drummer himselfi “By the thr
wis 13 of 5o, [ lelt a strong desive 1w p
pitches, melodies.” Coomo kicks &
beats, and [ ask him ta do a linle “Beve
Hills™ bogen - boom -chep. He does this ev
ipemer than be speaks Hebres,

Finally he moves over 1o a cheap i
koyboard. Siting ot the keys, his post
seems to have improved, He plays an inse
mental versian of “Hauant You Every Da
iy least favorive song off Make Bl 1
tinny plano sound and burey amp dc
help, but 1 don't mind. After all his put
oonfeisions of unhappiness and fnsecur
iUs mice to see the guy looking comifarat
Sudldbenty | realize why Cuomo made suc
weak firsy mpression in kis dorm moom:
was totally removed from his muste,

W heave, and Cuomo points ot 1
danee studio across the way from te mu
reDan. “In case | ever feel like dancing,”
snys with a laugh

“Wioud ever beed like dancing?™

“he” @



